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liimself and for others. But in ordering the attack
it was not the object of the general to inflict punish-
ment upon the attacking party in lieu of the man
who had brought the mischief about, but to avert
the disaster which the delinquent's dereliction of
duty was calculated to bring about; and if it were
said that the general had punished one of the men
wounded in the attack instead of the man whose
misconduct had rendered the attack necessary, it
could only be by a mode of speaking which is
highly metaphorical, so much so as to be calculated
to run the risk of leading to misapprehension.

In the case we have imagined it is conceivable
that the man whose neglect of duty had rendered
necessary the attack, might be so struck with tile
tremendous consequences of what he perhaps at the
time looked on as a very trivial dereliction of duty,
and especially with the suffering which his fault had
been the means of bringing on a comrade who was
in nowise concerned in it, that he turned with
horror in future from any temptation to neglect his
duty, and became one of the best and bravest soldiers
in the army. And the more the man had previously
attended on the whole to his duties, the more likely
would it be that such would be the result. But it is
conceivable also, if the man were previously one who
cared only for himself, and did his duty, so far as he
did do it, only for fear of the cat, that he might con-